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Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 26th March 2024
Item 4  Matters Arising from the minutes

Item 5.
  Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 21st March  2024 were as follows:-

Deposit account: 
£ 14547.09 includes £74.46 interest payment
Current account:  
£ 1275.58 includes £698.72 VAT payments for the year. 
Pension account   
£ 74.33
5.2.
IRPW Determinations 2024 / 25

Each year the IRPW issues determinations regarding payments that must / may be made to councillors. 

Determinations are based on the size of the electorate:-

	Group number
	Size of Electorate

	Group 1
	Electorate in excess of 14,000

	Group 2
	10,000 to 13,999

	Group 3
	5,000 to 9,999

	Group 4
	1,000 to 4,999

	Group 5
	Under 1,000


Carreghofa falls into Category 5

Following last year’s major review most of the determinations remain the same.
The following is an extract from this year’s report:-

Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for the cost of office consumables required to carry out their role, or alternatively councils must enable members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office consumables. It is a matter for each council to make and record a policy decision in respect of when and how the payments are made and whether they are paid monthly, yearly or otherwise. The policy should also state whether and how to recover any payments made to a member who leaves or changes their role during the financial year.













The following table applies to Group 5 councils

	Type of payment
	Requirement
	Comment

	Extra Costs Payment
This was made optional last year but has reverted to  MANDATORY
Last year’s figure £150.
	Mandatory

For guidance, in previous years all councillors have indicated that they did not wish to receive the payment
	All community and town councils must make available a payment to each of their members of £156 per year as a contribution to costs and expenses. Council MUST pay the allowance. 
See note at the end of the table

	Senior Role
NO CHANGE

	Optional up to 3 members
	Council has not exercised this option in the past

	Mayor or Chair
NO CHANGE
	Optional - Up to a maximum of £1,500

Last year the Council allocated £100
	Community and town councils can provide a payment to the mayor or chair of the council up to a maximum of £1,500. This is in addition to the £156 payment for costs and expenses and the £500 senior salary if these are claimed

	Deputy Mayor or Deputy Chair
NO CHANGE
	Optional - Up to a maximum of £500

Last year the Council allocated £50.
	Community and town councils can provide a payment to the deputy mayor or deputy chair of the council up to a maximum of £500. This is in addition to the £156 payment for costs and expenses and the £500 senior salary if these are claimed.

. 

	Attendance Allowance
NO CHANGE
	Optional

Accepted last year
	Each council can decide to introduce an attendance allowance for members. The amount of each payment must not exceed £30. 

A member in receipt of financial loss compensation will not be entitled to claim attendance allowance for the same event.



	Financial Loss
Increase from last year (2023 figures: £55.50 & £110.00)
	Optional

Accepted last year
	Community and town councils can pay financial loss compensation to each of their members, where such loss has occurred, for attending approved duties as follows: 
( Up to £59.81 for each period not exceeding 4 hours 
( Up to £119.62 for each period exceeding 4 hours but not exceeding 24 hours


	Travel and Subsistence
NO CHANGE
	Optional

Accepted last year
	Community and town councils can make payments to each of their members in respect of travel costs for attending approved duties.  Such payments must be the actual costs of travel by public transport or the HMRC mileage allowances as below: ( 45p per mile up to 10,000 miles in the year. 

( 25p per mile over 10,000 miles. 
( 5p per mile per passenger carried on authority business. 

( 24p per mile for private motor cycles. 

( 20p per mile for bicycles.

If a community or town council resolves that a particular duty requires an overnight stay, it can authorise reimbursement of subsistence expenses to its members at the maximum rates set out below on the basis of receipted claims: 
( £28 per 24-hour period allowance for meals, including breakfast where not provided. 
( £200 – London overnight. 
( £95 – elsewhere overnight. 
( £30 – staying with friends and/or family overnight


	Cost of Care or Personal Assistance
NO CHANGE
	Mandatory
Accepted last year
	Community and town councils must provide for the reimbursement of necessary costs for the care of dependent children and adults (provided by informal or formal carers) and for personal assistance needs up to a maximum of £403 per month. 
Reimbursement shall only be made on production of receipts from the carer



Note: Councillors who DO NOT wish to receive mandatory payments MUST inform the Clerk in writing.

Please note that there is a requirement on community and town councils to publish details of all payments made to individual members in an annual Statement of Payments for each financial year. This information must be published on council noticeboards and or websites (with easy access) and provided to the Panel by email or by post no later than 30 September following the end of the previous financial year. 

Council is asked to decide the action it wishes to take in respect of each determination in the table above.

5.3.
Grounds Maintenance Contract
The following has been received from Clive Heaton

Please see our new price for 12months from April 2024, £2983.95 plus VAT @ 20% = total  £3580.74

We will continue to invoice you on a quarterly basis.

This is as discussed and now includes : weekly cut at your football field 

 

I trust you are happy with this arrangement, I am reducing my workload and have already stopped work at some sites,

I intend to continue at your school and hope that we continue to work together through 2024/2025

The budget for 2024/ 25 is set at £4100.00 which leaves room for one-ff small works as necessary.

Council s asked if it wishes to renew the grounds maintenance contract at the new terms.

5.4.
Approval of Payments

There are no payments for approval this month
6.
Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
7
Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
7.1.1. Update (Katie Woodroffe of the Canal & Rivers Trust will attend to give a short update on the project.)
7.1.2 Community Space
Report on replanting of Memorial trees
 
7.2.
Social media activity for the Council
 
Standing item (verbal report)
7.3.
Community Shop
Cllr Alice Bond, Chair of Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council will attend for this item.

The village shop is seen as a vital service in the village, as many older people who do not drive use it, as well as the services it provides, e.g. post office, bank etc. Llanymynech & Pant PC suggests that a a replacement building is constructed on land in Llanymynech owned by the Parish Council, possibly the south west corner of the KGV playing field with access via the village hall entrance

If this can be achieved with the help of the Community Council and fund raising it would be a real community asset, in a community owned building with a secure future. Alice is having conversations with Duncan. and will be able to report at this meeting.
7.4 National Eisteddfod Appeal

The following has been received from the National Eisteddfod committee

To Town and Community Councils in Wales The National Eisteddfod is visiting Rhondda Cynon Taf this year, and the awareness and fundraising work to host this world-famous festival has been taking place for over a year across the region. As volunteers, we have a target of £400,000 to raise to ensure the success of the festival. We’ve held lots of activities locally, bringing communities together to socialise in the name of the Eisteddfod. The festival is dependent on the support of local residents, businesses and companies, and the support of Community and Town Councils across the whole of Wales has always been a real boost to the local fund in each area. The National Eisteddfod was last held in Rhondda Cynon Taf in 1956, and there’s an important link between the area and the festival as a whole, as the first modern day Eisteddfod was held in Aberdare in 1861. The whole area is immensely proud of this link with our national festival. Of course, the Eisteddfod has developed extensively since then, and is a dynamic festival offering over 1,000 activities for people of all ages and backgrounds over a period of eight days, costing almost £6 million to host annually. As a festival that travels around Wales, each area has the right to invite us to host the festival in your area. We’re a national festival with a local flavour. As you know, we contact you every year asking for support. Many of you have and continue to support us very honourably, and we are extremely grateful to you for this. All contributions, big or small, will go entirely to the Fund and to the work of the National Eisteddfod. Thank you for reading the letter and we kindly ask you to support our local fundraising efforts. 
Yours faithfully, Helen Prosser Chair of the 2024 National Eisteddfod 
Gwenllïan Carr Strategic Director, National Eisteddfod

Clerk’s advice. This does not come within the remit of Carreghofa’s Donations Policy

Council is asked to decide if it wishes to make a donation and, if so, determine the amount.

Item 8
Amenities

8.1  Walls Bridge Playground and Football Field

Standing Item: verbal update
8.2.
Olive Nials’ Memorial Bench
Progress report
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes

Since the last meeting County Cllr Arwell Jones has sent the following to the new highways manager:-

Despite numerous emails over the past few weeks, I am still awaiting a reply to all of them.

This is very disappointing as the number of telephone calls I have received over the past few weeks on the proposed increase in Council Tax and complaints about the road conditions is vast. Can we please arrange a meeting so that we can have a timescale.

 

Verbal update

9.2.
Flooding in Tan-y-Foel 
Progress report
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
10.4.
Montgomeryshire Local Committee Meeting of the Powys Community Health Council
Item 12 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	Bruno Peake Pageant Master
	5th March
	80th anniversary of D Day – Flag of Peace

	Powys County Council
	5th March
	Duty Planning Officer

	Play Wales
	5th March
	Publications

	Craig Williams MP
	5th March
	March newsletter

	Powys County Council -Sustainable Powys
	5th March
	Webinar 21st March

	Russell George MS
	8th March
	March newsletter

	Midlands Scheme Communications
	12th March
	Works on the A483

	One Voice Wales
	13th March
	National Awards Conference


Item 13.
Any other business from councillors
Item 14. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday  30th April 2024 at  7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 

Dear All,

The following has been received from Llandrindod Wells Town Council this
morning and I am attaching it to tomorrow’s agenda at Item 7.5.

Dear Clerk

The Members of Llandrindod Wells Town Council voted unanimously on
February 20th 2024 to ask Powys County Council to hold a referendum on
the proposal to erect a series of wind turbines and Pylons in Powys.
Llandrindod Town Council has written to every County Councillor, the
Leader of the County Council and the CEO requesting they do this and we
await responses. We are also making contact with the local press and
media as we believe this is the best way to gain the wider publicity
this deserves because many local people appear to be poorly informed
about this.
We are also asking other Powys Community Councils if they will ride with
us on this and propose similar moves in writing to the Council CEO and
County Councillors so they fully appreciate the strength of feeling and
apply some pressure and also invite the local press in order to give
further coverage and to keep local people informed.
Our view on this was and remains that the air of publicity is key to
those wishing to fight against these proposals which are being pushed
through by a business without a democratic mandate.
We would appreciate if you would distribute this invitation to your
respective members for their views and we hope to gain your support
working together on this and look forward to your response.
Kind Regards

Jane Johnston PSLCC, CiLCA (Wales)
Town Clerk
Llandrindod Wells Town Council
01597 823116

--

Another one for tomorrow's agenda. The only urgency being that the
scheme closes on Thursday 28th March.

I will put in on Any Other Business.

Free Portrait of His Majesty The King for Community, Town and City
Councils in Wales

The accession of His Majesty The King marked a new chapter in our
national story.

A new Reign means new national symbols as the face on our stamps, coins
and banknotes gradually changes from Queen Elizabeth II to King Charles
III.

Portraits of our past Monarchs also hang in public buildings across the
United Kingdom.

... from local council offices right up to 10 Downing Street.

They are a visible reminder of the institutions that tie our United
Kingdom together.

To celebrate the new reign of His Majesty The King, the Cabinet Office
announced a government funded voluntary scheme throughout the United
Kingdom to allow public authorities to apply for a free, framed
portrait.

The scheme launched on 14th November, 2023 and is now open for
applications from Community, Town and City Councils.

Your council falls within scope for this voluntary scheme.

You can view the image and apply for one free framed portrait per
council using the link below:

His Majesty The King's Portrait Scheme URL for Community, Town and City
Councils

Once your registration has been accepted you can place an order and
provide delivery details.

The closing date for applications is Thursday, 28th March 2024.

Please refer to the FAQs for any specific questions about the portrait
and the scheme itself.

For further queries, please email hmkportraitscheme@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

His Majesty The King's Portrait Scheme
Cabinet Office
6

